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Insights from veteran advisers
By Karyn McCormack and Lauren Young

Whan it comes to selecting a inancial advisar lancy academic degrees, posh offices, and a big chent
porfolio may be impressive, but knowledge and skill are what distinguish an outstanding adviser from a
gnod adviset "Anybody who olaims to be an axpert in investing had better have a ot of experiance
says Jack Wayrmire. founder of the Faladin Regstry, @ service that ranks finanmal advisers for
individual Investors

EusmessWeek asked Wayrmire 1o comb the Paladin database of mora than 1,000 independent fimancial
advisers lor the mos! seasoned pros Adyisers, who are scorgd on a 100-point systam, recelve \he
maximum number of peints far 15 years of expanence (Many ol the top-ranked advisars on
BusinessWaek's list have 20-plys years in the tranches ) Thay also get top scoras If they hold at bast
two major eartifications, such as Chartersd Financis! Analyst and Certitied Financial Planner

To be included In the registry. adwvisers need o have a clean campliance racord They must e
independeant with fees as the pnmary form of compensation

The search yielded 50 advisars with a combined almost 800 years of expenmnce BusinessWeak spoke
with 14 of these vetaran advisars about how they are pasitioning their glient's porttolios right now
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Leslie Merrithew
Marrithew & Thorsten in San Diego

ADS BY GOOGLE

UcC Irvine Part-Time MBA

Marrithew belleves u diversilying by taking stakes in alternative asset classes |ike commodities—he 2008 grads expenenced a 41% increase in satary upon

PRy
likes the Pimco Commodity Real Return Fund When the stock market rabounds, Merrithew and his graduation
e w Sdw i FEMBA
partner, Brandon Thorsten, who have a combined 36 years of expertise, axpect large companies to
f 3 3 &k ¥ R S $12,000 Stimulus Checks
lead the way Funds that stand to gain from a large-cap rally. he says. inciude Mairs and Power Growth | Got & $12,000 Stimulus Check in Less Than 7 Days Get
Fund, Tweedy Browna Valua Fund, Thombury Value, and Cakmark Select Yours!
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